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Would you believe GAGA is ten years old? To celebrate this remarkable event, we
pampered her, sending her to not only the spa but the plastic surgeon. She got a brand
new ‘do, website, and an email face lift. She went home glowing, carrying a treat bag full of
all kinds of goodies to share with you.

We promise to try our best to keep you on your toes with member news. And to keep you
wanting even more, | am delighted to announce the resurrection of Dear Georgia — our
slightly acerbic advice column. So, if you have an art related question, write us.

For now, | would like to take this opportunity to thank Dawn Marie Rae for steering as well
as designing this newsletter with the help of Thelma Muraida, Pamela Ferguson, and Lyn
Belisle, who shared their creativity, ideas, and design expertise. A special thanks to
Desiree Morales for compiling all the names and emails over these last few weeks.

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for believing in us, staying with us, and
supporting GAGA, the only nonprofit exclusively serving women artists of south Texas.

Please enjoy!

Around The Town...

Lyn Belisle Featured Artist in the upcoming issue of the International Encaustic Artist's
new digital magazine, Wax Fusion.

Sylvia Benitez 'Of Nature: 3 Different Visions of Texas Landscape' @ Slate Gray
Gallery

Where: 235 Earl Garrett St, Kerrville, TX 78028

Reception: 20 February @ 5 - 8pm

Show: 4 February through 4 March

Anna Gordy ‘Inspired By Song’ @ Aanna Reyes Gallery

Where: 114 Southbridge Gallery, San Antonio, TX

Opening Reception: 6 March @ 6 — 9pm

Show: 6 March through 20 March @ 6 — 9pm

Closing Reception: 20 March

Note: Artist talks at both receptions from 7 — 8pm. Featuring small works by Jasper Klein,
Helen Montgomery, and Felipe Reyes.

Lesta Frank 'Pop Up Show' @ Citrine Home
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Note: Lesta can also meet people there, by request on 19 March,10 - 5pm. Artists showing
are Lesta Frank, Ann Burt, Paige Holland, and jeweler Leigh Cleary.

Betty Jameson 'Art City Austin' @ Republic Square

Where: 5th and Guadalupe St., Austin, TX

Show: 17 April @ 6:00pm and 18 April @ 10am - 6pm

Note: Outdoor art show in a park setting with great food and music. Booth 106.

Bonnie Yore Kirkley 'Bloom! 5th Annual' @ R.W. Norton Art Gallery,
Where: 4747 Creswell Ave., Shreveport, LA

Reception: 26 March (private)

Show: 27 March through 3 May

Note: Annual Juried Show celebrating the Blooms of Spring

Norma Jean Moore 'Within and Without' @ Musical Bridges Gallery
Where: 23705 Frontage Road, Suite 101, San Antonio, TX 78257
Reception: 14 March @ 5 - 7pm

Show: 2 March through 8 May

Cindy Morawski @ Redbud Artisan Market

Where: Inn of the Hills, 1001 Junction Hwy, Kerrville, TX

Show: 21 March @ 10am - 5pm and 22 March @10am - 3pm

Note: Kathy Hill is the coordinator and curator as well as an advocate for all artists.

Thelma Muraida 'Retrospective' @ Guadalupe Regional Medical Center
Where: 1215 E Court St, Seguin, TX 78155
Show: May - July 2020

Bibi Saidi 'Anything Goes' @ New Braunfels Art League Gallery

Where: 239 West San Antonio St, New Braunfels, TX

Reception: 7 February @ 5 - 8 pm

Show: 4 February through 14 March

Note: This is an "Open Theme" show of the New Braunfels Art League, with any subject
matter and any medium.

Nancy J. Wood, Ph.D., M.F.A. @ Julia C. Butridge Gallery,
Where: Dougherty Arts Center, Parks and Recreation Department,
1110 Barton Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78704
Reception: 4 March @ 7pm
Show: 29 February through 25 April
Note: Digital paintings celebrating the beneficial effects of spending time in nature!

Celebrating Leslie Williams...

Dr. Leslie Williams, long-time GAGA member, has been fighting pancreatic cancer.
Her last wish is to have a retrospective exhibition of her work - celebrating a lifetime
of discovery.
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As a second career artist, | call it *playing in
the paint.” Art has the rigors of discipline,
yes, butitalso has a soaring feel when I'm
engaged with all parts of my being-mind,
heart, soul & body. It's the difference
between a “calling” and a “career”.

An English professor and writer for thirty years, Dr. Williams’ career in art started with her
study at the Yale School of Art as part of an advanced degree in theology. After training
under Robert Reed in 2011, she has spent the last six years painting and becoming more
involved in the art scene in Texas. She has continued to study with Sylvia Benitez,
nationally known artist at the Southwest School of Art, and Robert Tiemann. In addition,
she has studied in New York at the Art Students’ League.

Williams' passion for painting and mark-making brings the world of thought to the picture,
giving us an educated understanding of what the adage 'a picture paints a 1000 words'
really means. In her artwork, Williams takes expression beyond the limitations of language.

Inspired by her cherished art professor Robert Reed, Williams' work evolved into strength
and meaningful purpose. Her abstract paintings exhibit a strong affinity with the sublime
painters (Turner and Rothko, for example), demonstrating strong emotional direction and
energized mark-making accompanied by painterly flourishes. This involvement spans to
the iconic, noticeable in her gridded iconic paintings and references to crosses found in
her encaustic work.

Her paintings evoke a strong visceral connection, a voice that touches/borders on the
spiritual - sharing with us the veritable cosmos, creation itself, and all we associate with
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McCormick Gallery at Midland College, The Cloisters dallery at Christ Chu'rch Cathédral in
Houston, at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in San Antonio, and in Kerrville, TX.

She has participated in group exhibitions at the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the
Arts in Lubbock, TX, the Master’s Exhibition invitational, Santa Fe NM, the International
Encaustic Artists Conference, the invitational exhibit at the Kerr Arts and Cultural

Center and Schreiner University. In San Antonio, she has shown at St. Mary’s University
annual Invitational, the Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, the Art Institute, the Southwest
School of Art and the Cathedral House Gallery.

Williams is a member of the Gentileschi Aegis Gallery Association based in San Antonio,
and has been listed in Art in America. One of her pieces is part of the permanent collection
of Peterson Regional Medical Center in Kerrville.

She and her husband, Stockton Williams, live in Kerrville, Texas, where her children and
grandchildren also reside.

Williams is represented by River’s Edge Gallery in Kerrville.

Dear Georgia Returns!

Dear Georgia,

Help! | think I've made a terrible gaff! It never occurred to
me that | would have to file a 1099 for paying my framer to
prepare my artwork. She has a wonderful store/ shop that
is located in a separate part of her house. Separate
entrance and everything - all the bells and whistles a
frame shop is supposed to have. She has a great
selection of frames, special light to view the colors of
matte board and she even sells that wonderfully clear
museum glass. Obviously a pro, she's been in operation
for years. It never occurred to me that she might be
considered an independent contractor and not a store.
What do | do?

- All Framed-up

Dear All Framed-up,

Do I look like an accountant? | am a cartoon inspired by a composite of collaged images,
but even my common sense dictates | should ask a professional. | suggest asking yours. If
you do not have an accountant GET ONE! Also, | strongly suggest that you never assume
anything regarding your tax filing.

- Georgia out
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Remembering Mahalah Rood...

Mahalah M. Rood was a character. A staunch believer in UFOlogy, aliens, and life on other
planets, Mahalah fueled her art with original ideas and a vast imagination of the
possibilities inherent in our universe. A multi-media artist, her love of science fiction and
observations of nature on her travels prompted her ideas. As a respected teacher, she
influenced all ages with a strong belief in the basics of painting: composition, color, form,
values.

But Mahalah also shared her own unique gifts — an intrinsic quirkiness and sharp mind that
s0 many people enjoyed. She was dedicated to her art, spending hours studying shapes —
notoriously becoming a regular at Jason’s Deli where she repeatedly pondered the shape
of the swoop of soft serve ice cream so often represented in her whimsical paintings. In
true Mahalah fashion, she created her own planet Slurpo. I’'m sure the colors are vibrant,
the wildlife slow-moving and thoughtful, and multi-colored soft serve grows abundantly on
trees.

See Mahalah's GAGA web page here.

GAGA Calendar

2020 Seeing The Abstract Terrain

Where: The Carver Community Cultural
Center

Opening Reception: 16 January 2020, 6
- 8pm

Show: 16 January 2020 through 13
March 2020

Calling attention to the coincidence and,
perhaps the significance of the New
Year, 20/20 is an auspicious number for
visual artists. It signifies perfect vision.
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creative eyes. For more information, click
here.

20
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ABSTHRACT TEHRAIN

Honoring Women

Where: The Rosenberg School of
Optometry
Show: Through April 2020

Created by sixty-nine Gentileschi Aegis
Gallery Association members, the
exhibition “Honoring Women”

celebrates women through contemporary
portraiture. This particular GAGA exhibit
has traveled Texas, going as far as Fort
Worth Cultural Community Center, and
was first shown in 2016 at the Guadalupe
Cultural Center in San Antonio. For more
information, click here.

"l found | could say things with color and shapes that | couldn't say any other way -
things | had no words for."
- Georgia O'Keefe

We celebrate women artists and that means YOU. Let us know what you're doing in and
out of your studio. For the next issue coming out on June 1st, please have your show and
exhibition information to Dawn Marie Rae by May 20th.

© 2020 GentileschiAegisGalleryAssociation

Editor: Dawn Marie Rae
Questions or comments: newsletter@gagaart.org

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 2335
Sequin, TX 78156-2335
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